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POSTERITY, if not the preſent age, will view 


anals of human tranſactions. Whether we view it as 
rgue i its 9. > M 

t Laurence, ftill it is important, In this, without ads 
ae to the beneficial effects it has produced to every 


thoſe of Edmund Burke, viz. That Repreſentative Go- 
vernment, ſuch as ours is, can have no being but in the 
imagination, and conſequently is impratticable. _ In 


12 5 tho” the progreſs nay be flow, and the cobeuſſions 


nſeperable from vaſt revolutions, great and numerous, 


yet the event is certajh, viz. that Europe will, eventu> _ 


Up, overthrow its preſent iniquitous Governments; and 
itute polities more conſonant with juſtice and the ſolid 


n 

4 7 toR0. of man. The imperiſbable ſentiment is gone 
forth, and the ſalutary work-mult be completed. The 
germ was indeed firſt planted in the United States, but 
Ats branches ſhall inwrap the globe. Reſiſtance to ty. 


fanny has taken an. everlaſting root in the human mind, 


and that cauſe which produced the revolution of the 


United States, will give io Europe a double impulle,- 


| becauſe doubly oppreſſed. Of this oppreflian, and the 


obduracy of their oppreſſors, Europeans ate fenfible, Þ# 
and manifeſt an invincible defire to redrels their own 
wrongs. This mode is efficient; every other ineffc- | 
tual; for deſpotiſm will concede that only which, fur 


want of armed power, it cannot retain. 
The grand ſentiment of our revolution is ha 
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Loſbsien of the United States: as an event the of 
fingular ; ind extraordinary, that ever occurred in the * 


ata, from which the emancipation of Europe may be 
d, or limit its benignity by the Miſſiſippi and the 


babnant on this Continent; it is an unanſwerable cone 
ſutation of peſtilent dofrines' of the advocates of defs 
potic. power, from the days of Sir Robert Filmer, to. 


corded in the declaration of independence. In ut we © 
behold an inimitable depiction of the ſentiments of 2 
nation ſenſible of its wrongs, and riſing, in the injpre 
ſive utitude of a people animated by one common ſen- 
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timent to „ affert, 10 rights "This deckrotias contain 


- argument, at no period, has been able to e ef... And 


"God, ney: itſel 
our land. But that adherence to truth, of. which we are 
| tenacious, compels vs to obſerve, that this principle 


© 


muſt uſtiwatelx fall a ſacrifice.tot 


among others equally Excellent, the, following oy, 


& We hold theſe truths to be ſelf-evident, that all men. 
arc created equal.“ It was worthy | the ſage and i 
otiè aſſembly to recognize. and incorporate in this its firl 
ack of legiſlation, a ſentiment ſocorreft and juſt that g 


what is the induction from this thelis? That as all mei 
are created equal, and as Governments are inltituted b. 
men for their mutual ſafety and comfort, it follows, that 


he Tight of all, to inſtitute, is equal. So far the oY 


equality of man extends, "which is to the utmo wry 
'T 


And ſo far the potion has” been fanfified by the vile 
= aſſembly the world ever knew.” 


This dogma, the foundation of our eee 


though not perfekt and in full force throughout the RR. 7 


fal compadd, yet it approathes ngarer to perſeclion than any 
other Government hitherto known. We wiſh. we, could 


here ſay that this F like the ubiquity of : - 
0 every political inſtitution within 


was not univerfally ib aſed into our ſtate politics at the 
ra of the revolution. Every Rate exhibits in material 
points different and repugnant polities, and ſome of 


thei ſtrange contraventions of the original ſentiment, 


We regret this want of uniformity, fince we fear, Fat 


* unleſs the juſt princip'e of equal repreſentation do pre- 


wail in every "tare government, the republic niſm f 
this country, HEEL on all fides by fo many de dly foes, 


eir infiduous arts. 
Neverthefels, futh is the nature gf civil compaAs, thay, 


the peor le have at all! times an. unalich. ble r ght io make 
ſoch alterations as to them. way appear necefſaty. 19 

al. ſuch caſes nothing more is neceſſary than $6 know 
at evils exiſt; to afcertain the cauſes from which they 
Spring]; aud 10 apply remethes c commen'urate tketewith. 
For as in'other mates, 15 in politics, experfetce will 
ben teach us the excellence of our Iv one, Hence 
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 Khowledge, ſhall 
Wh 1 175 object of civil 
Hels being the deſire 6 


ve a right at all times to 


Nei 
Iyſtems as experience, the foundation of - ig 
have demonſtrated to be necefſary, 
87 172 is happineſs ; and bap- 
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Il men, it follows, that he, 
make choice of that fylle 
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eee Rdy is in political WY 


i 1 infants. are relpeQing knowledge, in a ſtate of ig- 


norance. Notuwithſtanding the laborious reſearches of 
anvient aid modern politicians; 'notwith{tahging the 
| rapid and edloſſian advances made ih che United States 
in ſchis branch of: human knowledge, the world has nbr, 
even 1 this late period, diſcovered ane fing| le rinci- 
— 5 laid 

1008055 as Incomroverble, And yet until bis! e done 
until the rig of of, man ſhall be een kratte like the 
opoſitions of Euclid, and che generality of mankind 
e eee therewith, the poſſeſſion of Iiberty, 
even when: once <ſtabliſhed, cannot be fecure. We bs 


deficient; the deyelopement of tA Yer princigh 
n t. ĩs nece 


ſufſibientiy clear and ungoubred,.. 
ſary: to have unerring ſtandards by a collalich with — 
66 might determine, when, the proceedings of tegif}a- 


ral ab. Until,we arrive ai this Rage tif politics — 


turęs ate in uniſon thetęwith and promotive ya the gene 


, ence and make mapkind acquainted with 4ts principl 
0 ah wars; \the.ufurpariang, . '\yrannies," t fe one, 


and the bickerings which, leftroy the wt and folace of. 


man, vill not ceaſe to eilt; ibo we ſhall Rind, as indeed 


e achvaftee in the 


we cho de, that in proporti 
"Tcience, and that 


knowledge of this moſt. n 


knowledge decomes genegnl, thojrotdion of of man will 
» be meljorated. 00 to 31s a 
The principle of equality will as us ee | 


point. It. is gn this, principle "lone dba ate libert riy' of 
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NOT RE ERP 0s 7 4s tk the: criterion whereby. 


may determine, with conſiderable preciſi on, the” de 


of liberty exiſtent in ſtates. If the ſcience of govern- 


ment ever be reduced to ele and determinate rules, it 


will be through the medium of political equality. For 
we invariably ſind ' that-governments become deſpotic 
in the ratio that "conſtituent power diminiſhes ; or in 
Other words; in qxt on 

eee "of the TY of the- people, the people 


come the flaves of overnments. 

1 e er h an 47 fy prop ortion as the pS ple poſſeſs 
the controuling pe we To 5 ſtate according toa known 

„ang, mutually el 27-0 rule, they will be-politically 

ev ſor as fa never wills kale knotfingly, which 


fe $ to de toy his ; hap pineſs, ſo he will never will the 


exiſtenge of laws bien eil. leſſen his felieity. If che 


beatification 4 Bonk depended upon himſelf, ardiins at- 
n was within hs Wn: gralp, his felicity would be 
complete, lince he,woul 1005 will itsattendstion, If 

; this reaſoning. holds god p ma v ehιE,Lt‚tell. car is 
not leſs ſo, with. aibent to W ich Are compoſed 

; of individuals. Therefore * government whoſe! body 
. 75 be anima ed by the faden of the people; andbits 
ab jppp.g diktated BY thei Will, wilh net, ' knowingly, do 
that which, wall leſſen the haf ppitieſs of the Whole! If 
0 A e mould ey r err, it would be from 
„ant H An wledge. (Which is not probable) not from 
_ def at” 1 is the, differente of the being! of equality 
5 conſtizgtes, the differthice” between” ib, political 
Hate of th people of Ruffia' and thoſe ef the ded 
States. he former, flaves of. the moſt 8 
haye no more power to | E6itfoul or infliencethe/govern- 

. mept of Rufſia than. the 0 e to cntroul or iuſtuence our 
16 AWB Wok. Becaulgthofe who adminiſterlihat govern- 
ment 40 not « depend upoh the people for their offices: be- 
cauſe they are not amehable t che people fer their con- 
dad, The eople therefore are of no farther conſidera- 
U tion in th be l tate, 1. as fab) eas of. the taxation & inſtru- 
ments to operate the will 6 950 To vertiicns As if ordained 

by God, they live and labbur only io conduce io the hap- 
al of their Ayrants, and to nouriſh the mercilel: 


. 


as governments become 


c 


| " 11 g | 76 
hand that ſmites them. In the United States, tho” po- 


licicateqquliry is not ad perfe d as it might he, yerrevery, - 


man feels and maintains the dignity of his ſtation- Ihe 
government is really: the government of the people; It. 
was they who modened the body and breathed into it 


we breath of life, If it ſnould anſwet᷑ not the eud dehign- 
ed, they have the ſame right to amend that they had origine: 


ally to inſtitute it. Such is the: difference between the 
po itieal {tate of the two countries. Ferdi gifs 111 
And what is the cauſe that has produced this differ- 
ence?! A u of the eſtabliſhment of political equaliiy, 
together with» a want of knowledge of. its importance, 
ſufficiently extenſwe and corre. to continue its being. 
Thefe are inſeparable comp nions in à nationak view, 
both in their progreſs and declenſion. We gannot at- 
tribute the political ſuperiority of the people of the 
United States over thoſe of Ruſſia to any bther cauſe 
than their ſuperior weight and ĩmOrtance in the ſtate... 
Take away the weight and importance of che citizens of 
theſe ſtates from their government ; make the government 
as independant of the controuł of the citizens · as that of 


Ruſſia, & it will become a vortex that will abſoihthe earn- 


ings and the happineſs of the country: and the people, no 
longer the free and enlightened citizens, f America, 
will become the ſlaves of its pleaſur e: 
Such is the nature and importance of political equa- 
lity, that where it is not, the people; governed by a fe 
men ho by various: means have uſurped the powers of. 
the ſtate, muſt neceſſarily bei vaſſals. If the eſtabliſn- 
ment of this principle im ancient Rome, had been as 
univerſat as it 1s-univerfally juſt, the dagger of Brutus, 
to rid the word of a tyrant, would havelbeen unneceſ- 
ſary. To us who:erjoyian equality in the ſtate unknown! 
in other countries; it would be difficult to conceive. 
the poſſibility of a man, however tranſcendept his talents- 
and viciaur his heart, to becomge lecond Cæſar; and. 
ſo very improbable: is, fuck a' cafe, that the citizens, 


ecure in the conlciouſheſs of their importance in the: 
Vmmonwealth, never dream of. ſuch angevent. The; 


wholeſome equality of. the ſlato, be Zonjequent. de- 
72 E617 enn un 175 | 
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2 fue of olddes! knowledge; bre dhe beſt ſaſe-guardy. np” 
the liberty of the people, and alone competent to curb 
the ambition and repreſs the attempts of the deſigning- 
The law of equality is the law of God: aud ab ite 
great author! is immutabte and eternal, fo is this primeval 
principle. Nor is it likely. that revolutibos will ceaſe . 
until its eftabliſhment be as anwerfal as man. What i is, 
it that has propelled the government of Eng land 10 he 
precipice on which it now ſtands ? The i» Want of this 
equality, which like the repulfiwe power in the natural 
world, confines governments within their own/byunds, | 
Give us that weight in our nationak council to which-by | 
nature we are entitled; givr us univerſal ſuſfrage, is the 
exclamation of every honeſt, thinking man, tom tbe 
two extremes to the centre of the kingdom. And if 
this equality had prevailed in ihe ſtate # century back, is 
it pteſumable that the people would have been plunged 
into ſo many Tuinous wars as they have been during that 
period ? thofe who think ſo: with de well diſpaſſionately 
io examine the proceedings of the houſe; of ;repreſenta- . 
| . tives of the United States in the preſent conteſt with- 
|” - France.” The'wiſe and: manly-condutt.d:{played by. this 
| branch of the government is an effet : of what, ? of 
the controuling power of the people operating upon ius 
proceedings. Suppoſe for a moment the Pte dent, of 
the United States inveſted with ihe prerogative of declar- 
ing war, like the King of England; and the Houle, of 
repreſentatives, the conſervatory of che republic, as 
much under ng as the Houſe oſ Commons in 
England is under chat of the Miniſter ; is it not, probable 
that war would long ago have been declared? Thoſe who 
have attentively obſerved the conduct of Ihe executive; 
who have read his communications to the two, houſes ; 
his ddreſſes to ihe addreſſors, and judiciouſſy conlider- 
ed the ſpirit of enmity manifeſted throughout, will: hardly. 
anſwer in the negative. At any rate, Of this na man Will 
doubt, that the United States have bad as uch cauſe 
1 declare Way "againſt France as England: had io com- 
| menace the preſent ones and v the 8 caſe war 


1 bas not t been declared, but in the latter it has ; and that 


too, 005 Rape 2 72 decide 


ment over Which 
power they could, not ae but hy open and active, 
reſiſtance . Lo what cauſe 

difference but to the 100 


: E | 
4 Vo | a1 
we 4.4 If] if 40 18910. f 95 of 4 7 " 35 
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5 5 4 — manifeſted 
chereio by a very large proportion of, the, people. The 
clearly foreſaw and predicted that no good gould reſu t. 
from; ſuch rente an their predichions have been 
verified... b FREY 40S dragged into it by a govern- 
they had nd influence, and whole 


42 1 Tx 


1 all, we aſcribe # cg 
Nes the people have over Abeit 

yernment. on the ne hand, and the want of that in- 
ence on ihe Other? and, what gives this influence büt 


* equaliiy eſtahliſhed in the r — 2 Nothing. 5 
Here then we. bave a. remarkable inſtange of the differ-, - 
ence - e a government, created an elleniially 


moved by, uhe.. people, and one eſlabliſhed oven them. 
Pbe proceedings of the former are, regulated by wilden 
and an ardent folicitude to promote the, general, god: 
thoſe of the latter by an ioſatiable Je to enrich, the 


ey concerned in, wielding the hidious, machine by the. 


general wreck of every thing valuable io man. 

Such is the opelating force of this principle, 6, o 
well is it underſtood in prattice by the ul -difpoled. of 
every country, who, have, gained power in Hates, that, 
arbitrary government cannot be eſtabliſhed without cir- 
cumſeribing nde pover“. In this they are, cor- 
ret. Conſtiiuedt power cannot be .wreſted from the 
people. without proportionately, endangering their _ 


The equality of man, tbe rightful ſoundation of, Jegiti- 
mie governments.cannot be abridged without a propor- 


tonable.abridgment ol public liberty. II, for example, 


dur repreſentatives are dependent upon their conſtituenis 


for ofhces in the (tare, it neceſſarily follows, that in pro- 
portion as conſtituent power decreales, their, indepen- 
den e, or , dilregard,,of the intereſts, of the people, in- 
creaſe... By, the, Laws, erdine rule the dependence of 


* Whatever. were the. motives Tf es who. dictated and pared the 


Frrochi ndthalieution act) r rend! to this/point in given 1avio.s Con. 


stitut power bas nui increased with the increase of pohulat ion : yet 454 
muted, ſucneuse t bese t, in * tife aud 52ul of. repreentatipe, g. ot; 


ment. 
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our repreſentatives increaſe with the increaſe of conſtitu- 
ent power. Of 'courſe, the degree” that this power 
prevails, in Mates, the 1 For the e will prevail in” J 
the governments. eee 
Whether the meet ereih Wende have, or 2 5 
reſulted from the prineſpde laid down; every man wilt 
determine for himſelf. But of this no "one will doubt 
who has in the leaſt examined into men and meaſures; 
that in thoſe countries where the pebple have the beet 
power, governments are the moſt deſpotic, and the peb- 
ple the leaſt happy: ss in England, che continent of 
Europe, und in oriental countries. It is therefore tbe 
buſineſb of the politicign t explore and echibit tbe 
cauſe. And here” 1 think it is; the people of the 
United States are, beyond alf doubt; more polifically” 
happy than any people of ' which: we have knowledge 
and that too, 1 am convinced, becauſe a greater gad ö 
lity prevails in the republſe. Me, a bus | 
Hitherto we have Velen only of che effet in order 
to clear the way to examine and exhibit more perſpicu- 5 
oats the nature and extent of the equality of man. 
This ſubject has claimed the attention of the ableſt i- 2 
- ters: Such indeed was the opinion of Mr. Locke con- V 
cerning the equality of man, that he makes it the foun- R 
dation of all the freedom and felicity that man can'enjoy. 
In his chapter of the ſtate of nature“ he obſerves, £ 
"SY fate of equality, wherein alt the power and juriſ- 
did ion is reciprocal, d one having more than another : þ 
there being "nothing more evident than that creatures of ' 
the ſame rank, promiſcuouſly born to all the fame advan- 
tages of nature, and the uſe of the ſame faculties, ſhould {1 
alfo be equal one amongſt another, without ſubordina\ 2 
tion or ſubjection, unleſs the Lord and maſter of them all 8 
ſhould, by any manifeſt declaration of bis will, ſet one 4 
above "another, and confer on him, by an evident and w 
clear appointment, an LOYIN oe to ede and 5 
lovereiguty.““ | by 
- © Thas equality of man by 2 the judicious, Hooker. my 
looks upon as ſo evident jn iiſelf and beyond all queſ= {yt 
tion, that he makes it the foundation of that obligation 91 


1 f* 


A ar ted. {02> v2 „ N 


to, mutual love among men, on which te the * 5 


des they owe; one angther, and from wh deriyes 
ide gest maxims of juſtice ice and charity. H is word 73 are.” 
02 The like natural jinducemgaes; hath, brought men to 


 +know;that) it is nd Joſs; their duty to A e than 


tbemſelyes ; for ſeeing thoſe things Which are e gual 
muſſ nerds all have one mgaſure, If. J cannot 5 0 
tio receive good Deyn as much at every ma', hands, 
every man can wiſh even to his owniſoul, how lid I 
look to Have any part of my deſire herein 1 
ef myſelf beicarefulto fatisſy che like defire wh) 15 
"uridoabredly in other men heipg of one and the ſame 


näture ? Tv have ant thing ane m repugnant 
too this deſire, muſt needs in all .reſpeRs. grieye 1 them as 


much as me ſo that if i dobarm, 1 maſt. oak to, ſuffer; 


there being no reaſon that others ſhould! ſhey Trac | 


1 mesſüre“ 5 ove io me, than they h et bg 
unte them ; my deſite \therefbre;19;; loved o "oy 
equals in natare, agmuct: as; poſbble mays be. 1 — 
2 me 4 natural duty of dearing 10 Wemg warde f = * 
5 like sffection 4 from vhieh relation: of equality he- 


tween ourſelves and themothut.are as ourſelves, what 
„n gor 


"ſeveral roles and eanons natural regſon has 
my 465775 —_ de mum le ignorant,“ Locke on Gov. 
WY Geer 3 Lon. E. Ahh. o $0:111429 vt 
lingo CHAS, arguments . ſe 
ee abthors, of numberleſs others. belore and 
Ames their days, and what is, we ink, pf much, greater 


force, e* praftieaÞaflertion:of {his quality, 9914 Wet 


f 2 8 ates; Wel fill tee its authenticity queſtions: 


* defies. Aa fndeed e eee he mol ghvi f 


ous by then whisſededres Apes ance. vicio 
ih {hor whole'erroreousJudgmentsrefiſtieſsly lead _ 


"Fats ine 5 We ſhall nevertheleſsenquire into 


the e d nature's? politicaf equality, and endeavour 
Wc ih goverHme nis not ee this princi- 


ö pritei iple. {#3 gotDnghity ior F611 Ol * ira at 


4 


"oy. 
— 1 * Fog. WR 


ple, in its At 92 are unjuſt, a atitoo exaftly 1 in 
„beet a portion that e ration 08 


* 


' 16 | — ü ; 
% . Thepreſent condition of ſociety, even in the beſt regu. 
"ted Mate Iffords n cad Nandardto aſcertain the tra 
ct falſehood of politieaf equality. To determine this point 
fatisfitofily, and te e it en rihanent ground; we 
3 © muſt have NOSE AoittiiNg anterior to | euſtom. 
For if we make cuſtom the touchſtone ofi the problem, 
| we ſhalt find that it is ĩneapable of furniſhing ground for 
llcgaGtisfagory foltion..” Cuſtotm eſtabli Illes ing with 
rrelpect to rights; ſinte untver ſallyconſidered, vitiis i n- 
bapable of furniſhing mutter oub of which a propoſitzon 
may be made tat nal be univerſally ttue. Forexgmple, 
5 ar oft in governmental regulations ; 
but pet it does not dnwerfally obtain Therefore, we 
Tant make inequality an univerſal propoſition in the 
Icience of government! We have aJiving and potent 
exception in the popular btanch ot our own govern- 
ment which deſtroys the [univerſality of the poſtulate. 
This rea ſohipg will allo apphy with egual force; againſt 
the being of 5 in prattice : ſince we have numer- 
ous inſtances of governments founded indeed upon be 
daeſpotiſmeof 4 fingle individual, Which deſtroys —. — 
_ / "equality as an ubiquitous propofition. Cuſtom therefore 
fFlürniſhes no rule capable of affecting the ſubzeft one way 
bot other. When twô euſtoms therefore prevail diametri- 
cCally oppoſite, how ſhall ve determine the truth of either? 
BY ecurring to principles of. being antecedent. tg both. 
Todo this ve muſt diveſt out ſeh ee 
df che ideas tat habit has excited and fixed in thæ mind, 
and view ithe ſubjett apart from the prevailing practices 
of men, We mult . 
dg 1 whichcivil ſociety mt he regulated if juſtly 
©" onſtriifiedvandiinſtcad of permitzing the fo] &:prac- 
Aces of * of ibe mind as 
| © holly to obliterate even the rememhrance of firſt prin- 
cCiples ; ſuffer unſnackled reaſon to glance into the illi- 
mitabſe field of nature, and/to'coptemplate principles, of 
nature uhchangeable, in their pure and unadulterated 
tate For the prinęiple of civil government, like that 
by Hbich a clock is regulated, bas (ſeparate being From 
8 he machine; ſo chat notwithſtanding the Maepigery 
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| 3 
may be imperſect, yet he imperiedion en not 4 
principle hy bien it ought, to be regulated. 

Jo underſtand. then the nature of political en 
we muſt adyert tothe condition of man in a ſtate of na- 
ture, i. e. antecedent, to the formation of civil . cove- 
nants. We ſhall then be able W e to perceive the on- 
ly equitable mode i in which civil Sar en can de, 
conſtruded. 

But it has been aſſerted that there never was periad 
wes men lived together without civil law, and thence: 
inferred; that that ſtate of. nature mentioned by various, 
authors is a mere chimera. It may . therefore be neceſ- 


{ary to refute this erroneous hypotheſis in order to clear 


the way for the admiſſion of the, gue, of Saale 
This we fhall do in a two-fold. manpert ee eee 
_ Firſt, Theorezically; and | 


10 Second, By the adudtion of a 3 ak of | 


men living together in a ſtate of nature; i. e. without, 
laws to govetn them, and aftually and mutually making 
covenants far themſelves, as if laws had never been. 


„Firſt. We thank it lucceptible of exatchdemonſtration 


that there has been a time when men lived together o- 
tally without human laus. The very exiſtence of - Jaws 


or not to ouxfelves, hen no law or rule of ation. made 
by men did exiſt. Foręxample, when we ſee ſleeis built 
and towns etetled, what are we to conclude but that 
they are the produttions ol men whoſe. being muſt have 
been prior to our on In the. lame manner the bei 
of human law is an effec: : of what? Of: the being 
man antecedent to that of lau. La being made by man, 


if man had not exiſted law would not have been. 1b 


exiſtence of law demonſtrates the previous exiſtence of 
man, ſrom whom they ſpring; in the ſame manner that 


the being of human imeſligence (b.) demonſtrates the 


re-exiſtence of God the great cauſe of every 
bs is Both, Are the effect of. their Fate 
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proves that there muſt have been a period whether known 
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combined make two, chat it lavs exiſt they had beginning 


£444 . 


withour intending; ſurniſhed the world with a recent 


auch if beginning, there muſt haye been ® time” when en 

ive} together without law: 
But Grey iſe, which iceBadily dere bench 
force to lock up che intelle dual powers of man, has, 


inſtance of men living together in a ſtate of nature,” abo 
hitely without c al and mutually coalefing' to make 


laws for bemfelves in that juſt and equitable mode for 


which we contend. The cafe to which we Allude is a 


tion of a great and happy "commonwealth, | a land , palri- 
ots and of ages, and the beft refuge of opprefſed men.” or 


js that of Mr. John Robinfon and the venerable band of 


patriois who fled from the tyranny of the Engliſh 
vernment, and ſought, in the · wilds of N ra be 


that liberty and repofe eee wichheld from them 
0 In their native land (c). i 09,510 


This religious band which, minors nal adult, con- 


fiſted of one Hundred and one perſons were, What is 


termed in ecclefiaſticalt language, puritans. Puritaniſm | 


at chat day In the reign of James I.] was deemed, an 
innovation of the Dogmas ofthe eſtabliſhed ehureh. An 


ters, we have were n memorable inſtance of their infuriate 
ſpirit and of the Tad" effects of theſe baleſul eſtabliſh- 
ments. No fooner was primitive Chriſtianity attempied 


to be revived and the” ffippery and inanity 2 church 
eſtabliſmments wm epi) than the engine of ſlate, moved 


memorable one; it was a great mean '0 of lay ing the founda- | 


as all eſtabliſhed chürches do, and from their nature 
perhaps ever vm, perſecute and tyranize over Diſen- 


"M facettatal pow bazled out as? en of its ven- 
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were $ueb as. Wee flow from that wor ot Species of misrule the ad- 
Mixture of church and State. And this example of their sbocking* effects, 
were there none other, ought. to, oe hate all powerfully on tht minds of 
rey American ritizen to r#ist, by al. constirutional: medils, un union of 
any church with the state The ity of man * flainly and | power - 


Fudſyt to bis, understanding that, 'when men of 7 na ession, ob- 
al 


tain political e, dg in s:ates, they are 2. others the-ntost iron 
Learted tyrants. 7 erefore, as America values ber liberty, let ber guare 
most 8crupucusly agains their undue arguistt ion of þ olitical pe wer. 
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geance, all thoſe who did not worſhip ſelf. exiſtence, is 
he” matiner-preſoribed” by his pious, gouernment. -- Ini. 
ſormity of religious ſentiments and worſhip. were: the 
oftenſible;/ but the gratification of church ambition, ang 
the furtherance of church emolument, were the real abs. 
jets in view. The | former, if real, was .impragicable, 
The latter, alaſst is not ſo: nor. will the world ceaſe to 
be infeſted with theſe, peſtilential eſtabliſhments. until 
mankind begin to reaſon and to act lie rational beings: 


They will chen ſee their inutility ; they will then per- 
ceive the wicked purpoſes to accompliſh which they are 


wholly devoted. For. ernennt be more blaſe 
phemous than to puniſh men for not univerſally thinking 
alike? This is the worſt, the moſt. inequitous, and the 
moſt intollerable of tyraunies. It would be as eaſy fon 
tyrante, ecclefralk.cal or civil, to callapſe the earth & ſur 


as to make men to think and to ad alike. Uniformity | 
_ of action muſt flow from unifermity of thinking; and 


uniformity of thinking from human intelligence, uni- 


formly and univerſally perceiving alike; which perhaps 


cannot refult from the pre ſent organic conformation,of 
man. And indeed if we did univerſally perceive. alike, 
then acts of conſtraint would be unneceſſary; but as we 
do not nor cannot, nothing can poſſibly reſult from con 
Rraint but victims and hypocri tes. 
But church authority {gldom. reaſons. well, or much 
An att was paſſed for puniſhing all who refufed to come 
to church, or were preſent at any conventicle or meet- 
ing. The puniſhment was impriſonment till the con- 
vitte& agreed to conform, and made a declaration of his 


eonformity. If that was not done in three months, he 


was to quis the realm, and go into perpetual baniſhment- 
In caſe he did not depart with the time limited, or re- 
turned afterwards without a licence, he was to ſuffer 


death Ramſey's history of the revolution. p. G. I E. 


NEWS * 


en wk he ENS enfhlt oe” more W 
hat ibe  Purifans were neceſſiated either to. ſeal Meir 
own infamy by peofeſſing to conform to hat in good con- 
keichce they could not; to ſuffer death as ſomèe of the 
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actually did, 00 e n bes glghevin ual exile. © Mr. Ro- 
binſon and bis virtueus aſſociates preferred the laſt al- 
ternative. They ſailed from England in the year 2620, 
deſtined to America. But as they were victims of the 
tyranny of the ſtate; as they were going into exile to 
avert. conſequences io them infinitely more diſagrecable, 
ſo they ſailed from England deſtitute of the protettion of 
government. They had neither patents conceding to 
them extenſive dominion, nor conſtitutions of govern- 
ment for the regulation of their civil life. As the go- 
vernment drove them out of the realm, ſo it abdicat- 
ed the protedtion it owed them while within it. They 
Vete therefore left as much to themſelves with reſpett 
to having.nolaw, but having laws to form, as if they 
were the only perſons upon the globe. In this light they 
viewed their ſituation and -atted accordingly. For we 
find that, before they ſtepped a foot on American ground, 
a meeting. was mutually called to conſider the propriety 
of making a conſtitution by which they thould be govern- 
ed after landing (e) They entered into a“ ſolemn com- 
a,” (f) to which they all ſubſcribed their nahes, e 
making i it the haſis of their government. | 
"Prom theſe hiſtorical evidences we learn, 
- Firſt, that when Mr. Robinſon and his nadie 6 ar- 


* b. at the coaſt of America, they found themſelves in 


an wry e a eu nature, i. Et a yy of men SIO to 


£4) See dem. b. 6. 


uſt e) Before landing they formed: — into a * ban TY 
the crown of England for the purpoge of Framing — t and egunl laws, 
ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices,” to whieb forty one (every 
adult”) „ of their number oubseribed their names, and, 1 all * 
val mtaolon and obedience. Ramsey's bivtory b. 7+ 1 


Cf) The following is an authentic copy of this contract. In the 
name of God Amen. We whose names are under written, having under - 
taken, for the glory of God, and the advancement of ibe christian faith, 
and honour of our king and country, a voyage to plant the first colony in 

tbe noribern parts of Virginia, do, by tbese pregents, solemnly and mutu- 
ally, in ibe pre rence of God, and one of another, covenant and combine 
anrsel ves together into a civil body politic, for our better ordaining and 
preservation, and furtbe rauce of the end  aforesaid j and by virtue there- 
F to enact, conttituie, and fremey zuch jugt-end-equal laws, ordinances, 


* 


enter upon and to cultivate an utknown. land; totally 
without law to govern them. But as they were likely to 
continue in a gregarious ſtate, it was neceſſary, forthe 
furtherance of the ends for which governments ate in- 
ſtituted, that they ſhould enter into that“ ſolemn cove- 
,namt.” Here then as the beginning of that body pali- 
tic, and though its component parts were but few, yet 
if the principle on which they proceeded be juſt, it will 
| apply with equal force and preciſion to indifinite num- 
bers. That compaR, like every other, muſt, in its ope- 
| ration affect every one within its jurisdiQioh ; and as all 
were io be affected by it, it belonged to all to have an 
t equal ſhare in its conformation. Accordingly we find — 
7 that every adult was not only preſent at its making and 
ö 
> 


his preſence conſidered neceſlary to its legitemacy, but 
prac they all ſigned the agreement. The latter is confi- 


b dered as a circumſtance peculiar to the caſe, butthe ors 

/ mer as a right that can never be impaired; (g). | 
b We are then got fo far; We find that a ſtate of -na- 
ture emen being, and that however men may N 
* i 


_ consticutions wa offlces, ** dime to time as bd” be thought mw 
meet and convenient for the general good of the "colony; unto which we 
promise all due submission and obedience : in wbitness whereof we have 8 


4 bereunto subseribed our names, at Cape Cod, the i ttb Nove in the — J 
n year of the reign of out 5overeign lord ling James, of England, Fr ance | | 
0 by Ireland, the bby, eigSteenth, and of Scotland the fifty frurth, Anno Domini 5 
1620s!” 1 | | 
« This instrument was bignod by 24 beads of families, with the number [ 
| _ of their respective families annexed, and 17 single men, making in th, 1 
er whole: rot Su ! See Morse's geg. ©. 1. f. 318. Boston E. 1793, 7 
5, (2) We might mut il instances of -men being in a nate of nature un- f 
* til the reader would be weary. We sbull just ment ian 7 wars 1 
ue in his law of nations, bas this passage. ; | | 
*  * Nations being composed of men naturally free and independent, and 1 
de who, before the es taòlisbment M civil societies, lived together in the state 1 
. of nature, nations, or Soverigh States, are to be considered as o many 
th, 2 ce 2 living gelber in the state of nature,” P. 49+ New-Tork | 
, - 1796 . N . 1 
3 | Nations are, therefore, in relation to each. other, what men rye before -- 
ine they enter into civil society, in a state of perfect freedom and equality. | 
nd Governments, consigered with each other, defend, with great pertinacity, 
FO this natural freedom and egualit r. Bus they are seldom willing ad atlow 


tes, amn an eee ee to om wee Aw IO. 1 
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the body politic. To transfer this power, partially, to jud 
and to Daniſh from individuals, in Wwhom it originally 
reſided, to the whole fociety;is 4 principat end of go- 


— 


eil which iro that ſtate, yet "he abuſe 
neither affects the abſtratt principle nor Nen the 
claim of man to its full fruition. / In what then does this 
equality conſiſt for which even in a ſtate of bature, we 
contend ꝰ Not in bodily ſtrength or ſymmetry ; ; not in men- 
tal capacity or the eee knowledge, for in theſe 
ve ſee no univerſal equality; but in the equal rrght which 
every man has, when at years of discretion, in 28 affaits 
that government, instituted by and for the e of been 
Joey of of which le is @ component part. 

Rate of nature is a ſtate of perfect main 
3 rand as it is a ſtate of freedom and equality ſo it 
is a ſtate of peril and inſecurity. Good government is 
alone competent to correct the evils to which evety man 


is expoſed in a ſtate of nature. For where there is no 


Jaw common to all, individual reaſon is the only mea- 
ſire of men's aQtiohs which muſt neceffarily” render the 
poſſeſſion of life, and liberty, and*property, extremely 
uncertain. Nor could real offences, in ſuch a ſtate, be 
niſhed. For where is the uthocitative tribunal to de- 
termine the magnitude of offences and the puniſhment 
due thereto ? There is none. And as there is no com- 
mon ſtandard to determine, fo there is no power to fe- 


tribute offences but ſuch as refide in individuals. Ii is 


to ſoften theſe aſperities of nature that men unite in civil 


ſociety, that they agree to rules of action that malt 


apply to thoſe covenanted, and to lodge the power of pe 
niſhing offencesagainſt the common weal, in ER of 


ly 


yernment. For (all things conſidered) a ſtate of nature 
would be preferable to that of the civil Rate, if in it men 
could be ſecure from thoſe injuries of which the eivil 


"Rate fakes cognizance.” But as * cannot, and as it is 
neceſſary for the ſafety of mankind t 


hat crimes" fliould 
not g0 wopuniſhed,” civil government founded upon Unt 
verfal jullice, is the proper and onty corretlive.. 

Type great end of government is ſecurity?” This in- 


| Miiges the” protection of life, hberty,” and property. 


Men can * no other motive for uniting in civil locie- 


'J 
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ceſfity,7for the end of general protection, that proviſion 
ſhouſd be made for their rightful punition. There are, 


province of internal legiſlation. But protection is the 


yet the end is eternally and id&Fically the ſame. . 


ting ihe ſtate of nature and individually ſubmitting their 


mutual conſent and for reciprocal advantage. 4 91 


political equality, : wbich we conceive ſusceptible of ſuch 


reasonablenelsand uniyetiatity,of d the ROWVIPE, he fault 
re || will be our own, 
n Suppose a given number of: men, tay one thoufand, 


1 mes ae in the'"ſtate of nature, flrangers t law, 
is baut, conlcious af its importance, matually coalescingto 
d inſtitate rules by which the whole ſhall. be goverened. 


12 Now{it- isobvious that, if the principle that will apply 
Io onethouſand be juſt, it will not be lefs fa,whenappli- 


ed tone million, or one hundred millions. The prin- 


y. Ciple aud its operation will, be precisely the ſame, and 


ie. io apply it 00 any number it is only necelſary: to * 


upon ** enfants arte}. that offences 1 2 
the well being of ſociety will be committed, and the ne- 
doubtleſs, other objects which come properly within the a 


mighty one and puniſument the great mean to accompliſh 
it. And however multiſorm the means employed may be, p 


Such are the great points to be attained by men quit- ] 
atons to be judged by one common ſtandard eretied by - 
And here we ſhall endeavour to ſhew the Mie of ö 


clear; demonſtration that if we fail in demonſtrating the . 


i 
. 

: 

| 
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9 5 more privileges than another. Corrupt es- 


e only, have created, political;; diſtinttiang än 


rights. 1» For ina ſtate of nature, 1imiwidich 

NE in no e, there cannot be privileged: ſuperignss 
Pe ee is no privileged ſuperiors fiſtitiduſſcse- 
ard the indubitable equality af men, ſtanding upon dhe 
broad ground upon Which God hath placed — 
be denied. The chief objed to be attained hy commu- 
ting the ſlate of nature for.that.of civil eee 
10 5 Now. protection is equally due to all-gontern 

> whom then does the right, of making this 


lang thatdhall effect the lives, apd liberty;..agd Peg 


perty. of the whole ? clearly, if of ſang mind and manure 
ages io eyery one;of che numibet covenantintz. A el 
ery thing will be affetied thereby. Jt, one half, far in- 
ſlance, ſhould aſſert that they have the exglußve right 40 
make a compali for che other; whence: did they-defive 
chat right, which does not belong to che whole 7 eranę 
can tell. It is clear they could have no ſuch. xighe 
21 right. belong to any, then by this undoubted ae 
lt is "ompoſhble for. a thing 10 be and not to be; ax the 
me time 3, it is impoſſible che right can belong ig anf 


'vithout- belonging to the whole. Things: which: are 


equal to the ſame are.equal to one abothet, (h); 
Tore, men an Fa. Fi equal, if the: right 0 inſtitute belong to 
one man it equally belongs to another: II cannot. belong 
to 2 part. without belonging to the whole,. . Againg? "The 
whole is A than its 3 But I 
. 


a the 


tinge. FY ren Eg Nerf 10 oh COmmUnItY1.0 
whole for which it is intended. Divide. hat cem 
into the ſmalleſt. poſſible number, ſay one, and: by ph 

e eee the right, aapgreaios 
10 the: yhole,. lo 1 in <qua}; propOrtions, if e ftins 69 
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one man, it cqually belongs io another.. 
Such is the efſence,” the foundation; and fc or ide 


of political equality. Aud ſo earneftly do we wiſh t de 


chat the principle here laid down is votrett, char md 
we be herein miſtaken ve deſtre to be corretted by A 


No as it vould be 


runjod und en enn 


ritzbe in this matter ; and: ſd thoroughiy aufe we convinced 


- 


ment: And we {hallefteetn ern he. 2 
wvhowilh point out the errrr. | wo ö 


vichenes for one half: ot the number mentibned td de- 


prive the other of their right ol ſuffrage in the conformtinc' 
compat᷑t, folir would he proportion 
ately. unjuſt” in any Other given number. If minety nine” 
haadredths ſhould combine to deprlve the hundred 


pecſon of his right of . Franchiſe; in' we erm 
. woula differ in degree 


turpitude it would nevertheleſs 


be of che'ſame kin. This — foo from t? 


principle already advanced and exptfained, vir: that te 
rigin of ſuffrage cannot belong to one mu wichdüt be- 
longing to another ; that it cannot belong: to a pare n- 
out belonging to the whole; and the vheſte h nde, M 


up of parts; it follows chat equal parts muſt HW equa 
right Therefore, every perſon who! — vega ite 


richt, ſuſtains an att of greab violence, and is! — ic 


appropriate language; made a ſlavde. For What can be 


of our ſello. men ? It. is in this that ſla very commits IT 
is againſt this baſe ville ke free'mind' ok en 
per penn revolt. cee 3 

Every di unchisementz 05 ſew ine number du 
franebiled;t is unjuſt; #fd'originates in h] nor in i. 
10 flatrate this poſition we will ſuppoſe a cae? Suß- 
poſe hen the federal 'eompatt made, tweler t, f 
the United States had combined to extend: chat ebHEUL 
eration io the thibeeenit}" and „ t bind it in f e 
5<5-whatſovever;” within along the fate its! fight to 
an ade gute ſhare in the chofce of the guverument 
e not ſuel a 3 dents ions Df 


V * 
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of the rights of the ſtate ? As the federal compaQ was in- 
tended ſor the government of the whole, had not each 
ſtate an equal figm according ti its population, in the 
choice and formation of that government which ſhould: 
biad the Whole? Moſt certainly. If one ſtate poſſe ſſed 


the right, so did another, and so did the whole. Such 
an aſſumption would have been à palpable infraſtion of 
the-rights;of the ate,” and predicated only-on the porẽrr 


ol the telut ftates to bind ihe thirteenthi.. This is obvi- 


ous. And is it leſs so for a larger or ſmaller number of 


| peaple to. combine to deprive any portion of the com- 
munity of their equal righis as men? The ſuppoſed dis- 
memberment of he: ſtate, and the ſuppoſition” of the 
twelve ſtates combinin to bind the thirteenth to their 
will, ſtands precisely bn the ſame ground. In principle 
they are parallel: In prattice: both cafes are unjuſt ac 
cording to the number of people disfranchised. Ad 
hence it is evident that for goveruments to he juſthj con 
ſtructed, they muſt be 2 upon the unverfal equal- 
iy ofman ; &that vhere they reſt not upon this broad'ba-! 
is, they are uſurpations in 3 that this equaliiy 
is wanting. i ene een e Kits“ ae 4941.1 
Priystiom of conſtituent eighth; whether on an exten»! 
five or ſmall ſcale, neceſſarily places mankind-iiuftare! 
of ſentimental warfare ;: and there is no pollible;methbd 
of extirpating theſe feeds of diſſonance and diſſolution; 
and of rendering untverſal ſatisfaction, but by going ta 
mankind their equal rigbis. Nor will e 


conſined to mere ſentiment longer than abe injured and 


inſlaved become ſufficiently {ul-torefift:the tyran- 
ny. And then, both theo ryfand modern: hiſtory evinces 


that, impatient of unreaſonable and unneceſſary reftraing, / 


and indignant at the galling thought that Pe: 3: 6h moiety: 


of mankind live only io fubſerveithe wants of the tber: 


they burſt forth like reſiſtleſs torrents fweep away the 


odious and un ſufferable tyranny, andiinvolve for a time, 


both the innocent and the. guilty in indiſcriminate chhos 
and bloodſhed. But though the aft be dire yetit is ne- 
ceſſary. Though revolutions are evils during their er- 


E We e 
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in the inequality 


„ ß In 


eee « anda es 


a 100 FROM bete «nth 27 Weir e 6 912 Ht YO | 


of:inen, it is to be expected that, nurtured by che genial 


Varmch of patriotiſm, and the une xtinguiſniable dove of 


man for the enjoyment of liberty, the period of! their 
maturity muſt arrive. This was the caſe with theſe 
ſtates: this was the cauſe which impelled and precipitat- 
ed France into her preſent revolution and called into 
heing that patent republic. But as liberty; with her con- 
ſequent order and happineſs, has ariſen from tlie revolu- 


d el. the former; ſu, we doubt not but that equal li- 


berty, and order, and N e will reſult from the 
latter. Hat A 1 one A 4 10. en 25 
Political inequality, like every att of violence, has 
nothing to defend it but force. It is a crime of the moſt 
5 It is ongendered in wickedneſs; it is 


nouriſhed by venality; it is upheld by power: and 1 


cominue to hei until both become too weak ſor its ſup- 
port ꝓ and then, like uſeleſs and exploded kings, it de- 


conſequently, as the human mind becomes illumined, the 
huge coloſſus crumbles into duſt, and oppreſſed man, 
riſing from his dungeon, erer W ee 
by his maker. in Ane „ ie 5:0 3's 
That political Wer is founded ſolely on poιπ]ι 
and is in its nature the higheſt» ſpecies of injuſtice, will 
appear foil more evident by purſaing the ſubject a little 
further. For this put poſe we beg the reader to bea in 
mind the idea of a gien number of mon, jointiy leaving 
ther ſtate of nature and uniting to eftablith:a governmert 
for mutuab advantage. Phis done; admit he aſſump- 
tion of the rights of the whole by one half the given 
number. Cduld a government fo! conſtituted he binding 


upon that half whote aſſent thereto had neverhbeemre- 


quired, and im the iaſtituting of uhich they had Nothing 
too? We anſver noi The coaſent of all ene parts id 


indiſpenſibhy neceſſary to the legitimacy: of the govern? | 
ment. be affentof che e to particular modes 


tions is not nor cannot b>-expetted. Ia ahl ſuch caſbs 


theatfenrof the majoriy of ih who mult forever he 


final. But what we comend ſor is the equal ris of all 


to give being to and continue the exiſtence of govern- 


ſcends to its natural level. Its ſtrong hold is ignorance 


we r 
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at this moment ready to ſolace themſelves With 


28. * 
ox as the * Sa: 

ma ev valid à cor betwenn.two,men,; fo 4he — 5 
ofall The ris ol. the community is alike neceſſary to 
99 valid a 4 7 compact. Both theſe; poßtions - 
flow from the. ſame ſoutce, viz, that one man cannot of 
KY e. bound by another againſt bis conſeni Io be 
ſreę from ſuch bondage is the only fecurity we baue, 
for the preſervation of every thing eſtimable to. wan. 
National freedom, & the right of ſelf-preſervation, apper· 
tains equally to all men. But of what impor 
theſe invaluable bleſſings if one part of mankind can, 
when they pleaſe, deprive the other of theſe. firſt' of all 


5 


gifts? They are of none. That liberty which 3 | 


never be furrendered but with life, that preſetva Rog 
the ſtate which ſhould ever be loſt fight of, Eonar: 

no value. + J Foxes FS 

Hut there is another Brad 6f this doftrine chic 

alles inveſtigation and developement. * For the pur TY 
of. reconciling a large moiety of mankind. to ets) ta of 
llavery,'a gottrine has heen ſedulouſly propagated, W f 
in the-civil Kate it is neceſſary to give up a great propo 

tion of our natural Tights in order to hs | 
ment 'of the felt. This doctrine has much babs e 
and force where thought and inveſtigation is wannn 
Iris thefefore welbcalculatedio delude the ignorant, and 
is much inculcated by thoſe who profit by the fraud. 
is univerſally propagated'in def] _ colntries.” A 1 
proportion of Englilhmen are ſaid afleep With the pow? 


_ erful opiate. The ſenate and the bar eons with this © 


enſlaving doArine ; and three-f6urths of the people are 
very 

comfortable idea, that the fewer privileges they” coy in 
the kingdom, the more they comply with thegjußt princi-" 


ples of civil government. Algſs What ſtate Agr 


_ which uninformed men cannot be reduced by mar rf © 


Don 


dy and cunning of civil and ecclefiaRical thin 
In order to giye this topic an ĩugenudus libs; And Jo 


to bring it fairly before the tribunal'of the public 0 , 
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Though M. de Vattel! ** not n far in ging 
up men's rights * as ſome. miniſterial ciyilians and heredi ſt 
"I gateſmen in, Europe, yet, it would: have been no 
than fair to have told us what theſe ſurrendered 
b s are of Which he 7 — . He ſeems to have 
comented himſelf. with the, fimple declaration that we 
have ſurrendered à part of our priviteges to the ſowe- 
reign,” It is eaſy to make ſuch am alſenion,; but it is 
not as eaſy to prove its truth in principles. If he meant 
it as a mere fact, when applied to ſome ſtates, i its authenti- 
city cannot be doubted. Indeed he might have gone 
farther. Nineteen twentieths of the people of England 
have ſcarcely any privileges. Theſſame may be ſaid N, 
equal truth of thole of Germany. Ruſſia, Pruſſia, of al. 
moſt all Europe, and certainly of all, Ai But this w 
not his meaning. He as yell as others who have carried 


Hl 


© „ - 


| the paint further than himſelf, ,aUvance it as the regular 


operation of principle, neceſſary and unavoidable men 

entering the Tivil.ſtate:; ASS this ground we halt pro- 

ceed. to conſider it . 819004 Daz NM zwe 70 26 Hahn 
If the words that men have ſurrendered a part of' 


the privileges of nature to the ſovereign,” have any im- 
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pours is this, that every perſon, on entering the. civil 


ate, neceſſarily ſurrenders to the contrafting parties or 
« ſovereign;” a part of the privileges appertaiming 18 þ 
him in the ſtate of nature. In order to determine this; 
poſition it is neceſſary io deſtinguiſh what privileges there, 
are in the ſtate of nature which men cannot enjoy in Ke! | 
civil ſtate. Until this be done, we ſhall prate like par- 
rots, without having in the mind a clear and*diſtina per N 


ception of the things of which we ſpeak,” Here then we A 


declare without hefitancy or ambiguity, ibel we u . | 
no privileges appertaining to men in inte ſtate of nature” 
which they cannot enjoy in the civil ſtate” compatibly” 
with the juſt principles of civil government. 


What privileges are there beſonging to tan in the ſtate” . 
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of nature, the fruition of which are neceflarily denied 


ann, 


It may be ſaid that in the ſtate of nature the arlhs F. f 


them in the civil ſ tate??? 


men are not reſtrained, that there being no authority 
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ſabjeft to puniſhaicnt ö dhe tegular Ser geg 1447 "the" 


pott on ĩs corte ſt; but certaitiſy not 50 ab t0 TH. Rea.” 


som enclaims as oddly againſt inzjaftice 16, ine natural as" 
inthe civil ſtate; It is not that because theft ig h Ia 


to puniſt infuries done in the natur ſtate chat men ate” 
ſree ta commit them; finee the fame injuries done to 
our ſellou men in the natural, are as gat offences againſt” 
reason and juſtice as they are againſt las Th the cid I tate, 


hichis no more than the ep OI of that reaton & jus. | 
ticewhich equal pervades both. Tee man in the ſtate f 


nature ſhould invade and fack bis neighbout*s property, 


deprive him of lite or limb; or immure him in durfänpee 


dusing bis phesfure z, Would fuch acts be erithes of fefs 
magnitude im the eye of rea becgufe in that ftate th 
ſom on which ipunetive laws "againſt" burglary, houfe- 
breaking, murder and the ke are” ſounded;' kendemns 


ne gommiſſion of theſe offencen im the ſtate of nature, a 


4&6 t Is inst a Ah e e 
An tie 3571811 Ig iel 507 07 es 32 8 
/ 


<Q +3 


wuch as the Jaws founded theregn will pubiſh'their Per- 
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Tet-preſetyation, predominant in en falemyly 
- arid. 'powerfully forbids us, in every, 0 1 
2 4 in life, e ore paperny. or 7 respect got 
- these things in. others, b o can 1. 1 N to respect 
tien ih me? This is-realon, which in the ſtate of nature, 
is the law of that, Hate; aud ks 75 in the civi — is 
_ the. foundation of. all- t 


- kind have ever nah ble 
was the right, of 1 0 | WrONgs: — 5 

Vong for one man * e andther,, 0 it cannot be} a 
E <ge of the pat 125 te to commit injuſtice, hich. 
uin Aa we 


| regulated civil {ppp not pals! unpuniſhyd. 
- But if any; one mould fill incline, to the opinion chat to 
do wrong'is aprivilege of the ſtate of nature, 10 ſuch he 
- GbscrVe,, that the ſooner this ,unreaſonable: privilege be 
- © ſurrendered to . . overeign,” and hence baniſhed 

. forever from the; preſence, of man, the heiter 2 Dh, 
Ve in the civil ſtate loſe much liberty by, its flight. 1 
But if the perpetration. of offenees oppug gnam Grealon N 
and juſties, be à pfivilege of enatürah it isfalſo, wẽ 
cöntend, equally a privilege of. the civil ſtate. Men have 
_ the ſanſe power to violate the great maxims of joſtiee in 
1 civil, bey have iy in the-natural ſtate“ The civil 

- Nate does not nor annot * ve men of ihe to 
cbimit injuſtice. tain the capability, of per- 
- pirating MT Ds ock humanity and inflit mise- 
Ty upon uma beings; But thobuthey: bave the power 
46 commit them in both, yet they: have not dhe right i in 
eiche. As men may commit murder, the moſt 
all: cfimes, in the natural, so they may in the divil dae. 
Nor / is this or any Other crime ſeſs juſtifiable in the one 
- than in the othet. The only difference Gat we, e 
in this respeR, between the dug ſtates, is thit, chat ine 
„i Rate laws compels ſuhmiſſion to Aber rogular.agera- . 
uon. Wbereas there being no la in the natural ſtatq to 
compel qbtdience, offenders add to theis offences: byave- 
filling that; puniſhment Cree tpn ow 
« vil ſafoty,vequizes.. «44.2 1g batt agg) 82 89 
* we will a allow, to ſhe the abſurdity of the poſi- 
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eng that to do wrong or to chmmſt irzüſt reg r - 


vllege of the natur al ſtate; yet, fer what püfpofe 18 dt 
Meg effaly thar this privilege th. ufd be ſurrendete d by 
ihdividuals o the Rate unleſs to be/txerciled by, the fa- 
vereign to whom ihe ſurrender. is made? Aud if to be 
xergiſed by the ſvereign.or whole,” how is it to operate 
2 "bat by abufing its paris? If this fuppoſed privilege of 
nstufe be ſo exceedingly haleful that individuals dannDοt 
[af it in the civil ſtate without injuring each other and 
the hole, how much more injurious; would it be far the 
ate to poſſe ſs and exereiſe it? What muſt be the ſitua- 
ride of the Rate when laturated with this load ef shot 
nation? Would the mighty maſs of peecancy and myuſ- 
tles lie dorwant in the body politic ? No. Would ere 
be nd danger of fermentation? Ves. Pike veſuviusbit 
>-wauld» belch forth and ſcatter over the pale of tg Inu 
ener its deterioratiig uva. And is it more juſtiſlahle 
toe nation to do wrong than far an indieidua'? Be- 

ſides il it ever was a plivilene of men to do vVrong in 
7anyiſtate, to Jurrender ii is impoſible. Totender man- 
Kind capable of violating moral juſtice, it isi neceſſary 
to ixveſt nuture, to create man anch, Ah f ,purerimas= 
uktrriäls! The bufinefs ol ſocieiy is to prevent as farias 
„ pofſible the commiſſin ol offeng s, and where it cannot 
0! g6alonably: to chaſtiſe them. Theroforeg as it rever was a 


_-1Ptialege (of the natuf all tate to hifringe the law of rea- 


on, id follows that that which never was a privilege can 
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i But as men have concededꝭ tothe civil ſtate a power to 
puniſii offences committed againſtithe fafery of its mem- 
Erz, have they not, by the conceſſion; ſurrendeted a 
2noight appentaiiitng toti em in the Rate; of nature If we 


ere to anſwer ibis queſtion in dhe «ffirmative, it Od 


Snake nothing for thaſe who contend that men cannot 
gewoy in the civil dtate their natural rights ; fince, the 
£1 power: to pinüſhi wrongs is donceded equally by the 
-Swhdle;15 founded upon a rule of, mutual juſtier, and 
bell ähliſhed by mutual cemſent. This rule cau ne yer pe- 

rate is ſuppreſs ot prevent atis proyuctive/ofithe general 
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good. | Its great province is t6 punihh, in a fair and ra- 


tional way, actions which violatethe law of reaſon, diſturb 
puplie repoſe, and leſſen puplic happineſs. But to this 
queſtion we anſwer, that fo far from men ſurrenderin 

any of their natural righis by lodging this power in the 
civil ſtate, that they thereby acquire privileges which, 
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in the natural ſtate, they cannot poſſibly enjoy. 
If men, in any caſe, ſurrender to the civil ſtate, on 
entering therein, any of the rights which flow from the 
Kare of nature, it is by inveſting in the ſovereign punitive 
powers. In the natural ſtate the Tight of punition ap- 
pertains only to-the ſuſtainers of injury. For though all 
offences againſt the law of reaſon are real offences againſt 
ihe ſaſety of all within their reach, and are truly punifha- 
ble; yet, it is by compact only that thoſe- who are not 
real and immediate ſufferers come by power to puniſh 
them. But in the natural ſtate it will readily occur te 
every one that the power to puniſh' muſt be bee 
wanting in injured perſons. For he who is wicked and 
daring enough to commit murder, robbery, or any of 
the leſs offences in the natural, which, by the laws of the 
civil ſtate, merit legal chaſtiſement, will not voluntarily. 
ſubmit to a juſt retribution of puniſhment. '' To compel 
ſubmiſſion to an equitable rule equally eſtabliſhed, forms 
a Principal part of civil government. But though in this 
affociation a power to puniſh infraftions of jts rules is 
veſted, yet, the natural right of each individual is not 
thereby impaired... Every man, who, in he civil ſtate, 
ſuſtains criminal offence, has the ſame right to puniſh the 
criminal by law that he has in the natural Rate by reaſon. 
So that, on entering the civil ſtate; we ſurrender not our 
natural right of puniſhing perſonal injuries. In the com- 
mutation we loſe nothing: on the contrary we gain by 
the change. For if, in the civil ſtate, criminal offence 
be committed againſt me; though I myſelf have the right 
to proſecute the offender to puniſhment, yet, if unable, 
from whatever cauſe, the ſtate muſt proſecute for me. 
This privilege of the civil belongs not to the natural 
Rate, _ It is merely acquired by and reſults from men 
combining together tor reciprocal protection. So that, 


in che civil late, the. FE: , i ht of individuals to pu- 
nich offences committed againſt them, is not only pre- 
ſerved in its purity and fulnefs, but they have, in addi- 
tion, the whole community to aid them. Thereſore, ſ% 
far from inveſting: ſociety with punitive power, being 1 
ſartender of natural rights or privileges, chat is a ſub⸗ 
llaatial and happy enlargement of natural liberty. 
From what has been ſaid, it reſults, | 
Pirſt, that men never had, in the natural ſtate, 4 
to do wrong. And as it is evident that no one can {urs 
render what he never polleſſed, {o, this cannot be one 
oi the ſuppoſed privileges ſurrendered to the civil ſtate. 
\ Secondly, that if it ever was the right of men to d 
vtong, that right muſt forever appertain to them in eve 
date: fince,- the right muſt be, determined by reaſon, 
Whole laws arc unaltcrably the ſame. And as reaſon gan- 
not approve or ſanthon that in one man which injures 
| the cights of another, or violates equal jultice; ſo, to do 
| wrong, or to violate equal;juſtice, ng; be a privilegs 
of the tate of nature. 
-Laltly, che placing power in the civil ſtate, to. puniſh. 
offences comm ed againſt its ſafety, does not impair ong 
jot the right which belong to men in the ſtate of nature, 
bf. individually puniſhing individual injuries. Bat, 
che contrary this right is not only preſerved in, ts. —4 
tine late, but is additionally Lrengthened by the additig 
tional acceſſion of the canjoine e of the  locigay; 
or ſovereign. P Liver; 
Whither chen ſhall we ſent hr he, N gri, 
vileges ?* Diogenes with his lanthorn and ac 
0 it diflicult to dilcover them. If what > 
It is plain chat governments cannot be.conhder. 
8 a” in any other light than as reſtraints upon thoſe actions 
„ hi, in every, tate, defies the law of realon ; Put which, 
+ im the natural ſtate, cannot conveniently be puniſhied. 15 
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Firſt, virtuons aQions, or ſuch es promote. individuaf 
and general goud. 710% 

Secondly, indifferent ones, or fuch as pee neither 
good nor evil conſequences to ſociety. And. 

Thirdly, vicious actions, or fuch as ate evidently 
perniciousto individuals and to the ſtate. 

With refpett to the firſt It is evident that govern- 
ment laws can have nothing to do with virtuous actions. 
Governments are neither inſtituted to prevent nor io 
puniſh them. And where thev- do either, ey are 80 
vernments of violence, not of juſtice. 

With reſpett to the ſecond Laws are always indif⸗ 
ferent where actions are ſo. They cannot take cogni- 
zance of actions which neither produce good nor bad 
conſequences to the ſtate. They are with theſe as with 
virtuous ones, mere unimportant and dormant parch- 
ments 1 hey cannot operate; ſince, men cannot, a- 
eably to reaſon and to juſt laws, either be puniſhed or 
rewarded for adtions as devoid of witty as they are of 
evil conſequences. | 

Ia regard to the third.2-Here laws operate within. 
their: province. The power placed 'in the civil ſtate to 

iſn crimes committed againſt the law of reaſon, which, 
in ihe natural Rate, cannot conveniently be -puniſhed, 
here operate in its full force and to accompliſhed the de- 
figned end; viz. that men may be free from violence and 
injuſtice. The fole defign of. government is to prevent 
men from violating the ſacred righis ef each other, and; 
where it cannot, io puniſh offenders,” Governments are 
of no other uſe among men. Nor can they operate in 
any other manner without committing the identical ĩnjus- 
tice to prevent which'they are inſtituted. Their powers 
then being ſolely confined to the prevention and puniſh... 
ment of atiions ſubverſive of juſtice, and which violates: 
the law of reaſon, on which civil laws are founded, it is 
elcar, that, in civil focieties ſtanding upon univerſal jus- 
tice, men do not nor cannot ſurrender any of the rights 
ar privileges appertaining to them in the {late of nature, 

Having ſhewn, that men cannot, conſiſtently with rea- 


on and zultice, relinquiſh, on entering the ciel Rag any 
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of ie inmuniries which appertain 05 fate of 'nitute ; | 1 


we ſhall now briefly enquire, | 
Howe the ſuppoſed privileges are to be telinguimel. { i 
lowing i e retipquiſnable; whether according to 
juftice, and if ſo; to whom are they to be furrendered ? 
We imagine that even the eſteemers of the ſpurious i 
and trammelting doctrine of ſurrendering natural privil.. 
eges to the civil ftate,” do not wiſh to be underſtood that 
a partial and unjuſt relinquiſhment is what they contend' 
for. To be conſiſtent with themſelves they ' muſt allow, 
that if by che regular and inevitable operation of enter 
ing the civil ſtate, it be really neceſſary for one man to 
ſurrender thereto a given portion of privileges, it is al- 
{5 equally neceſſary for each and every one to give up* | 
the ſame portion. If this be not their meaning; if the 
do dot pay due deference to reaſon and juſtice, their dis 
courſes may be conſidered as mere political deluſion and 
fine fe, by which,” at one ſtroke, mankind are meant to 
be divided into two parts, the one to govern, limited only* 
by power, and the other implicitly to obey.” But in this 
we neither discover philsfophy mor” philanthropy ; de 
either ſee reaſon or juſtice; which if they abandon, they - 
are not worth contending with. We ſhall therefore ſup- 
poſe them tobe aduatecby pure principle, & advocates for 
75 — and univerſal juſtice: and on this ground we pledge 
ourſelves to ſhew the utter impoſſibility e of making ry 
ſurrender. 
This then may, we conceive, be laid 40 f 26 an ax. 
jom, that if it be neceſſary and unayoidable for one man,” 
on entering the civit ftate, to ſurrender to that ſtate, a”. 
given-quaiitity of natural privileges, it is equally neceffa- 
ry and unavoidable for every one of the contracting par- 
ties to furrender an equally given quantity. If it be ne- 
ceſſary for one man, it is alſo equally neceſſary for ano- 
ther, and for the whole A pofftion ſo ſelf-evident is 
not ſusceptible of additional proof. Suppoſe, then, che 
citizens of the United States, 15 are adults, to conſiſt 
of õne million; and that they mall all farrender” to the 
State an equal numher of privileges 3 Arlene“ "If equals 
be taken We equals the wholes are equals 3 therefore, 


: 
N 
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af the mated furrender. of privileges. bo equally made 
the identical equality of the natural ltate, it muſt neceſſa- 
rily and unàvoidably prevail in the civil ; fince, by takiag 
from each individual an equal quantity of natural privil- 
— 1 eges, the whole, mult neceſiarily be equal; and conſe- 
tl quently, be left in the ſame {tate of perfect equality in 
+4 which they were prior to entering into the civil ſtate, and 
ihe ſuppoled ſurrender of natural privileges. Of conſe- 
| guence, to relinguilh natural privileges on emering the 
cuil flate is abfoldiely impollible, according 10 our ideas 
14 of rec rocal juſtice; and therefore, the poltiug is deſti- 
1 tute of juſi and rational ſoundation. 2 
Beſides, when each individual in ſociety. hae ſurren- 
dered an equal number of natural privileges, to whom, in 
the name of common ters, are they given ? Is it poſſible 
lor a ſtate to contain more than the whole of its inhabi- 
iants? every wan will anſwer no. And when the whole 
habe ſurrendered an equal number af privileges ho is 
there to receive them The anſwer, 1s;ealy, no one. 
But perhaps ii will be ſaid, che ſtate. But of chunt is the 
State compoſed ? Of the identical whole who haye, it is 
ſuppoſed, made the. ſurrender ;,which brings the conclu- 
hon to the ſame point. "Therefore, natural privileges 
cannot be ſuerrndered to the civil Ate. where, equal 
bt abdjuffice prevail. 
rn expoſition of political equality'i is not lorat the 
principle” will apply to che civil concerns of men;,where- I 
in they may be found, Nor car ks realonablenets be 
overthrown: for its baſis 1 1s G0 ;. therefore, its 1 0 | 
cannot be haken. Power, centered in the bands o 
wicked and ambitious men, ma indee prevent its prac- 
tict; and the admirers of 15 5 icy, ſubverſive. N 
may advocate: its balefulgefs 3 but on * luhject ol ppl 


cy. hear che Poet. 2 e en e 


« Philoſophy. conuſts, in idle — or ak V ſpeculations. 85 

The rule 451 conduct of all 1 Bis are her great d es 

Not in lonely cells obſcure ſhe hi At 
But holds her heavenly light to Senates and to Kings : * Mien 


To guide their coungils, and teach taem to direct and wm mankind 
All policy but ber's is weak and rotten. | 


All valdur, net tonne cted by her en va ak. 


Ne A * * yo Ys us hd 


% 


* 
1 


fs * 1 
** 


Is n defroying fury fent from hell to plague unhappy man, 
And ruin nations.” £ | op prob 
Thus it is evident thatall juſt governments emenate 
friftly. from the people: that is, from their univer- 
ſal equality and conſent. * National compaQts, there- 
fore, being the property of the people, are to be 
conſidered at all times revocable by them. They have 
the ſame right to alter or to annul them, and to inſtituts 
others, that a man has to delapidate his own houſe, and 
to erett another in its ſtead. Both theſe rights flow from 
the ſame ſource, viz. that every man has a right to dis- 
poſe of his property in ſuch way as may appear moſt 
n conducive to his happineſs.” But as wiſe nations do not 
& nor wilt not change their conſtitutions upon light and tri- 
12 vial, grounds, 80, a wise man will not, for light and trivial 
tc I cauſes, deſtroy or materially alter his own houſe, So 
18 that, notwithſtanding they have the right, yet, wisdom, 
e. Þ| calmly and deliberately exerciſed, mult at all times de- 
no I ptermine the exediency of the change. 
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u- „ CHA 1 5 ho 
es , the Corporation of. New-York. 2 
val It is a queſtion of importance to the citizens of New. 


-., BE York, and bas ſome claim to their attention, whether 
the che corporation of the city, all things. conſidered, is or- 
te not of public utility; and if not, to what. cauſe its inutiliiy 
be His attributable? It is time to determine the utility of ei- 
a vil politics by the beneficial effeQs they produce; eſpe-- 
ot Fcially one of ſuch vaſt expence, and poileſſed of {uck - 
'ac- [immenſe and deliterious influence as that of our corpo- 
ice, ration. The heterogenlous, cauſes which firſt brought 
- {incorporations into being in modern Europe, and which 
entitled them to ſome deference, do not now; nor never 
did exiſt within theſe Rates. We are neither borne down' 
dy the imperiouſneſs of baronial tyranny. on the ond ] 
and, nor moved to compaſſionate the ſufferings. of val. | 
uind als on the other. (j) Thoſe dark and barbarous times. 
| | af „ 
(j) Hume, spcaking of carhorations, rays © Even in France, @ coun- 
'y which made more carly advences in arts and civility than England, 
" fret corporation is Sixty years posterior to the oenquest under the date 


— 


vials! 112 61 101 17941 Aa. 13 T4 hnans b. 3110 


GG are paſſed, But Fu vropean eee ase produced 25 
ha 1 yoNtnges, when firſt inſlituted, which do not nur. 
Accompany them in the United States. They 3 
oF dekree of liberty within their jurisdictions favorable 
10 the citizens and quite unknown beyond their limits. 
And though they produced but — hf good. n 
Vere proportionately ſerviceable. But it would be di- 
| Heult to conceive what corporations have to do with li- 
- BR bert) within theſe ſtates, except to baniſh it as ſpecdily as 
flible from them. In a republic like this, Where re- 
125 ſyſtems of government prevail in great a- 
undance and perfettion; and where a greater degree;of 
liberty is enjoyed without then within their jurisdictions, 
| while they can be but of little ſervice o Ga chigens. 
3 are capable of an infinity of miſchief. - 14/4 
This chapter is intended to ſhe the opti of alter- 
' Ing the prelent mode of appointing the Chief Magiſtrate 
of the City. For this, purpole we tolicit, the; attention, of 
we reader tothe eſtabliſhment, of 1 following, propol. 
ons | Kotbagt 
' Firſt, That the preſent mode of appointing the. Chict 
welas of the city is unjuſt. 
Second. That to enſure a pure e 9455 
1 Mayoraliy, it is-eflential-that the Mayor beyclefle 
the citizens over whom he preſides. > & Sv 62h 
| Ne Laſtiy. That untib the citizens enjoy this right, . 
. 4 2 noxious the Outek tine may; be, they have no 
| er to remove him. eee. 
In politics there is, perbapt uo wjazia .cleartr; an 
- ahis; 125 the people; for whom a Government is intend 
ed, have che excluſive right of chooſing, their.awn gov 
ernors.“ For laws 1 aw right. owned upon the 


af ava | : 

W 5 
4 „nine If 3 

8 ewe and. nn, 43 3 is war. an invent:o 

Lewis the Gross, in order to free the people From tyranny under thei ] 

lords, and to give them protection, by means of certain privileges and 4 
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crate fur iadiction. An ancient Freneb writer calls ibem A and 
4 ee. to procure liberty to slavdet, and encourage, them #þakin 
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h may be the better underſtood we ſhall Mew, from the 


” 
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"3: | conſtitution che manner of his appointment. 


In Axt. 18. of che cgnſtitution, it is provided, * That 
er- > | ien nenen e 
all officers, other than thoſe who by this conſtitution are 


1 +the acer tender wit: the aflembly, ſhall; once 
in evety year, openly. nominate. and appoint one of the 


form a council for the appointment of the fajd officers, of 
- which the governor for the time being, ot the lieutenant 
', povernoty or the preſident of the ſenate, when they ſhall 
reſpestiyely adminiſter the government, ſhall be preſident 
| xr haye aicaſting voice; but no other vote: and with 


thefaid officers j and that a majority of the ſaid council 
be a quorum à and further, the faid ſenators 2 be 
eligible to the ſaid council for two.years [icceſiively.”* 
 CreetileaF'y edition of the lawe of New. Tork, 1798. 

*»Particdlar-proviſion not being made in the canſtitution 
for the election of the mayor his appointment falls within 
they provinee. of this council, which, after a deluſively 
dliſtrick ob the ſtate. To evince the injultice of this mode 


'Y: apporeing.or-eleting the: mayor and (of courſe eve- 
ry edrpetrate officer now appointed by 
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ate directed to he other wiſe appointed, ſhall be appointed in 


Pere from each great diſtrict, which ſenators ſhall 


dviceiand conſent of the ſaid council, ſhall, appoint all i 


renibg'þrocels, tonfiſt'of four ſenators; one from each 
. of appointment we Hall ſhow by analogy. that the right of 


e council) ap- 
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Corporation : and conſequently for other perſons to ex- 
ercife that right is unjuſt. But as the legiſlature may, 


5 by another part of he conſtitution of the als take this 
privilege from the council and transfer it to the citizens 


within the corporate jarisdiftion, it is only for them re- 


|  tpe&tully to command it and-it muſt be done!?! 


It is meet that the corporation ſhould ackiſowledg e 
the conſtitution of the ſtate as its ſupreme guide, and — 


| "all. its proceedings ſhould be in coincidence with its prin- 


ciples. For this purpoſe, as the corporation depends 
upon the ſuffrage of the ſtate for its being, it is . 7 a 
ry that the legiſlature ſhould take cognizance c of its 
ceedings, but only where they are incon pt with 
conſtitution. Under this reſtriftion only the oy Nile 


in the corporation mould VE: _ to regulate Miß own 
„ " $17 


The buſineſs of the Wi drin as ĩt refoeati' intern- 
"af police, 1 is as diſtant from that of the agregate ſtate, as 
legiflation in one tate is from that of another,” The 
corporation is an inſular polity, inſtituted for local pur- 
poles: Its boundaries, its jurisdiction, its powers, ex- 
tend not beyond the confines of the ifland. (k) It is in- 
teoded ſolely to affect the people within its limits or it is 
Bot. "Tf it be not, if its juriſdiction be not bounded by 
a known bon br the ſtate, its rights and it's powers 


5 mult be commenſurate with it. But this no one will aſ- 


ſert. If; its jatisdiktion extend not beyond the bounds 
ol the city, and it be intended ſolely for the 'gitizens, 
which every one muſt acknowledge, then by the ſame 


rule that the people of the ſtate have the ſole rightLof 


. cleQing the legiſlature thereof, viz. that of yaanaging 
their own concerns, choſe of the city have the endlufive 
rigbt of electing city officers. The buſineſs of the city 
4 0 diffinQ from that of che entire Rate; theſtate ought 


not, after ſuffering a proyincial governmemt to be erect- 


ed within it, to interfere in-its-wlterior regulations, ex- 
„ pt as before ain. Nr thoſe eee e * 


N Yor 5 l 12. ky Yi 
C 7 See Fn of New-York Geo. IL p. 35= 


484 
 » 


AM 


conſſitution. To interfere in any other eh as unjuſt 


1 This ſelf-managem | | 
part of government. Accordingly/ we fing 
| there. is . anger of foreign interference, gover 


reign interference is in its nature relative 
y | "og" 5 * 7 8 e ; 16 U 8 
government would juſtly term that foreign, interference; 


concerus, ſhould. be attempted to be introduced into it 
by a foreign government. So, for the federal government. 
Ad interfere in the internal regulation of the rel etliye 
_ Hates, would be foreign interference. And.ſo,ifthis ſtate 
_ ſhould inrtermeddle inthe internal political arrangements 
_ of, Connefticut, notwithſtandiug the juxta-poſition, of the 
two ſtates, yet; the interference would be as unjult An 


as it is to one ſtate conſidrred with augther, | 
Ik ic be fit and requiſite, for the council 10 app 


as it would be for one ſtate to interfere in ihe intern 


al le 
f e 


gillation of anbther. i 1 ” Lads K >, NS. of ry 
ent of ſelf-congerns, he, vital 

bat. where 

exnments de- 
ry properly repel it with ſuitable pertinacity, But fa 
75 The federal 


* 
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which, contraty to the excluſive management of its own 
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Fin | «ey, 1 
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0 . g 2 een ed 
foreign as if it came from tranſatlantic parts. This necet- 


latily flows from this thefts, that ſeperate body politics 


o 


EE manage their.own concerns, This is the right of 
Telf-judgment for which we contend, and which is as 


_ applicable to aur corporation,conhdered with Ws ny 127 


17 * EI 7 
ont the 


mayor of the city, it is equal ſo for them to, appoint the 


tho ſe cheering improvements, Which, generally, have lo 


. juſtly! and eminently: diftinguiſhed American Politics. 
be appointment of the mayor by the council ig a faith- 
ful tranſcr ipt, implicitiy taken, but. exiſting uhdet diſſi- 


vaſſalsge, and gt the ſame. time pleafingly .zo-yegoneile> | 
them to that gloomy late, they were ſuffered to enjoy 
' thoſe, petty, privileges. Like, a cunning conqueror who, . 
to perpetuate his conqueſt and to reconcile the conquer- 
ed to the congqueror, the king was graciously pleased to- 
allow the citizens to.enjoy privileges from the exerciſe 
of which, it was conceived, no injury. to his domination: | 
could reſult, But ſurely there is no occaſion for the ſtate: - 
legiſlature to treat the people of the city, in this reſpett,.. 
as they were wont to be treated by this British king. It 
is impoſſible for the legillature to entertain the idea that 
imparting to the citizens the right of ęlecting their copos- 
rate officers, would be dangerous to their power. But 
if they could, that. power is unjuſt which does not flow from, 
and the exercise of which does not comport with the liber 
of the, people: and:therefore its reduction could not be 
reaſonable ground for regret. But the intereſt of out 
government is not incompatible with that of the citizens. 
The :ntereſt of the one is the intereſt of the other. They 
a are ſdegüeaſiy the ſame. But this was not the eaſe with. 
een ht on 38,163 
the goyernment of Great Britain whoſe object was taxas 
tion, & therefore the deeper he pegple were immerged | 
in aver the more of their income mighe be. 'extorted | 
from them. On the other hand every, thing eſtimable to 
America demanded that the ſhould rid herſelf of the; der 
tellable y oke as/ſoon' as circumſtances would per mi... 
Ihe appointment of the mayor by the council, like 
every otder akt not founded upon reaſon; is irreconcila- 
ble even Vith itſelf. Nor is it probable that if che con- 
ſtitution had been diſcuſſed in a period of peace, the pre- 
ſem mode would have been recognized. But having 
once Had being, ike” many other errorz, it Pas beet 
continued. If the citizens can regulate. their corporate 
concerns in part, without legiflative interpoſition, by. 
may they not in the whole ſubjeR to conſtitutional checks 
for unconſtitutional aberrations ? The ſtate compels the 
corporaionto defray its own expence and at the ſame time 
deprives/the citizens of the right of electing their city of- 
ficers! This is an extenſive branch of that ſyſtem againſt 
vbich the United States contended, and what is ſtill more 
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_ regulhte-theit on buſineſs is acknawledged by the State 
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That the citizens of the corporation have a, right t 


ns 
EMT 


Legiſlature, as it reſpetts city expence, with which, the 


State has nothing to do as to-contributien. Why do nog, 


ibe State provide, by general tax, for defraying the exp - 


* 4 


E of the city? Becauſe that expence being. incurred, 


y city regulations only, it would be unjuſt for thoſe. live 
ing beyond its limits and who are not pattakers of its 


benefits, to hear any part of its burdens. In this res - 


tedz and the injullice of the ane can only he equalled | 
by the injuſtice of che tber. d 


| 4 | ** LEUN 7 20 \ 
That the citzens have the Chief magiſtrate thus impg- 


{ed upon chem. can admit of little deubt. Toprope this. 
it Wil only be neceſſary to advert to the manner f his. 


appointment. The counts! by which he ig appointed, i 


mus compoſed. Every citizen who pays taxes to the. 


1 


State, and rents 2 houſe'df the yearly value of forty ſhil, 
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lings is eligible to vote for aflemblymen,” 'Senators.ara _ 


elected by - citizens poſſeſſed "of Freehold eſtate of tha 5 


value f an hundted pounds, free of incumbrance. -T 


to houſes being thus compoſed, the aſſembly elett from 
the Senate the counéil of appoiritment. In this council. - 
1 her Deen Lo HS SIT ETIESTL WE TNT BE AND. h YE : 
the ſquthern diſtrict, 10 which tbe city is comprehended,. .. 
hast ene member, who can only be preſumtd to repreſent ... 
the ery; inte the diſtrict of which he js the repreſenas- 
ive includes it. It would be a misa plication of words 


to term this Senator the repreſentative of the city, whole © 
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n TINT With thoſe Wah Aarig st 8 
certainly not more t than as one to ſix. But if he was the 

fy repreſentative of the” city and the only perſorrwho'ap- 
oints the Mayor, ſtill, che placing in his bands by 
the ſtate, "the right of the” citizens to Judge themfelves-of 
the fitnels of perſons to fill the Mayoralty; is unjuſt. 0 
take from the people this right of ſelf judgment, is-dan- 
ow to liberty. Of chis no one, 'pollefſed of the ors 
nary ſenſes of a man, will doubt. We have countlels 
and ſtriking facts which invite! our attention every day 

in Europe of the avful effects which reſult from this ſur- 
Acer. Nor are we without inſtructive leſſons in our 

own country of its dangerous tendencies: (l.) It isa ſpe- 
Lies of that vi#tual repreſentation $0 much admired by 
"Monatchilts, but which is ſo uttenly inconſonant with 
che genius of republican America. It is the negation of 
Fonſtituent immunities, and the never lailing operator of 

c {havery of man. £589 WAYS 11. 516 £4 $19 $6.) wit 

But allowing this ah tobe the repreſentative of 
the city, and chat it is meet he ſhould judge for the citi- 
„eis, Rill he is only one oppoſedi to three g in the 
Council. And who are hey Feople who-refids! out of 
3 diſtrict in vhich the! city is and who, tor ought: we 
Le know, never fav it. Thefe rely. will not 
be be called t the repreſentatives'of the city Im them the cit- 
5 izens haye no choice. They are the deputieb of distrill: 
0 bote intereſt may not accord wich that of ibe / eity, and 
1 1 ſeotimènts muy e to rhaſe of the 

N mee 

| 9 5 yy 1 the Nennt of PING been elected by gitizens eli 


to uote for members. of the hause eee Bein 

p pointed by: State Senates; that st baleful instrument, ritisl 

1 2 the great Patriarch of all the evils with which' 1be Unit#d State 

drk now icted, mould not, in all probability, Bae been watifieds! B. 

vides, lool at the Senators zent from aubat are called fr der af Stats, exan 

1 their ae ec hes and votes, and compare tbem ui the Spirit of. the, revo 

| tion and the 5 ng principles. of the federal cee a every in 

Nm N Heer man will See just and, Serious caitse for "regret, ' that "the Peop! 
- deb do not dlect ibem. There is nothing «bye comnton in r 510! 

an to cee Republicans dehuted by the peojile & fedetulists appointed by i 
denbse. A plain proof that aubere the people Suffer others te judge. for. them 

wy are in danger being misrepresented, But ber s this i one 

er ae evecis and halunces wal: 12 ized Y bribes "MENT * 
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-eitizens., They e whom the eitizens of Neue 


Vork have no controul. They may therefore impoſe 
upon them)a-Chief-magiſtrate of turbulent & acerbexous 
dispoſition, and who in every respett is oppoſed to their 
ſentiments and wiſhes... And where is the remedy ? 
It is to be expected, from every thing the world. has 


Hitherto., furniſhed, that. the ſentiments and adminie- - 


tration of the Mayor will accord with conſiderable exac- 
'titude, with the ſentiments of thoſe by whom be is a 
poimed. This has been peculiarly 10 1650 by the preſent 
incumbents - N 
ment for years back have been federaliſts ; and ſo is the 
Mayor who: has held that office ten years: What has been 


general adminiſtration need not be told of the partialjty 


be hagexhibited towards thoſe of federal ſentiments, and 
the rancour and enmity to Republicans. | 

ignorent as not to know what he has done both in public 
and private life t exalt the one and io fink the other. 


No one is 80 


7 this was to have been anck may 1 in future be ore 
ed, unleſs. the. Legiſlature, ſhould, in their wisdom, 


WR the eitizens the right of his election. This is the r 


radical cure. In the city there is a large and unequiyo- 
cal majority of xepublicans ; but what will this avail the 
citizens unleſs it ſhould/be ſo far the caſe th roughout” the 
States, as that in the Aſſembly there ſhould be a conſtant 
majority; or even then, 5 sin the ſenate there ſhould 
be one republican Senator from three of the four diſtrifts | ? 
Then citizens might ſtill be ſaddled with a, Mayor of 
ſentiments hoſtile to their own; and ho, like. Burke's 
king, would bold the Mayoralty in “ contempt 0 of their 


choice. 15 this freedom ? 1s this repreſentation. Is it 


$; 79 © 4 \ 


politica justice. 


— To ſecure a faithful execution of office and a decent 


respect for che ſentiments of the people, it is eſfential 
that the officers of government be eledted by them. To 


make them independent of this only fourte of power, is 
to make the people ſubſeryient to their views. Ii 


inverſion of order. 


This is political injuſtice. Mhpere- 


as to make them d dependent upon the peophe2is of 
uce meafures — Hou: 


W ſufficient to in 
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my . gs wa. +. 
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The members of the council of appoim- 
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the conſequenceꝰ Every one who 18 acquainted. with his 


Abtes and compel evena Nero to deeds of juſtices 
und of mere. a 
eabegmpliſn this Taka" g b 10 che Prereit cult ile 
_ vefffy chat the citizens wich the Mints: — — Þ 
uon, cho ate Eligible to vote for- aſfembiymenp 
beet ine Mayor. In this caſe, if his fehtanee vpon them 
mould not, (Contrary to ratiobal calcufattiom und mntvetr 
fal experience, 2 a juſt adminiſtration, they might 
ar the end of the period for which he med e elected, 
fſupertede him. This is a necelfary part 6f election that 
"the people may, by inge nuous discuffions; detèrige-hu⁴e- 
; Ifarthoſe fe whats they have honofed with tHeirtral@cot- 
| *fidence, merit their continuance. But at pfeſent, e' the 
* Wiege ak of the adminiſtration vf the Mayoryyrt 
wing no th ce in his eledion however Infants that 
"S8miniſttation way be; they: cannot remove him They 
may indeed hop h Ops. that be 7 5 a good man, and att it 
War th+ d happen it is. well; but if" 306 ey have bim 
bor beiter and for wötſe; e de ohligeck to boar 
ien him. The prevalence of republieamſm throughout 
ie ſtate may produce a falutary change of mew; land 
„wen the only ground of hope rom the preſent mode of 
©" *pppointiment.., ena A. hangs thus effekted uud 
4 » 15"By deceptable ; yet for. the eitizens conftantly"t6'!vely 
pon abis conttingence, een 1 it be 8s corftatitly 
 "$6alized, would! be improper inaſmuch as the Ae und 
eee would 5 0 0 Vich th bel gie. 
Nor "Ml dos o 3nomy 
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ſal ne. But, wheh by, uncommon exertions the attain- 
ment of objects ardenti deſired borders on impoſſihility, 
the neceflary excitement. to ultimate ſucceſs diminiſnies : 
and inſtead of being arouſed to actions apportioned 40 
the magnitude of the prize, we are too apt to ſuccump 
under the incumbent and unpleaſing preſſure. Such is 


the . of the citizens of Ney- Vork from 


the preſent mode of appointing che chief magiltrate,! 
There, art no exertions bf Which they are capable, ab- 
ſtrattedly. conſidered from the reſt of the ſtate, by which 


they can at all effekt the mayor. If, as before ſaid, the 


city ſnouſd continue to ſend republican. repreſentatives 
io the aſſembly, and by a ſortuitous concurrence of cir- 
cumſtances the other parts of the ſtate ſhould not, what 


power have they to remove the mayor however much 


his removal might be defired? None. Where then is 
the liberty of the citizens. in this reſpeft? To ſay chat 
men are free when their freedom depends upon the will 
of others, is az great a contradiction as to ſay that the 
ſame thing can be and not be at the ſame time. Free- 
dom conſiſts in one 215 being free from the reſtraints of 
others. But in this reſpect the citizens are as * 
bound 105 will of he tate, in a matter which; of 
right, only concerns theinſclves, as a flave is by the wilt 
of his owner: and the influente they have in the appoint- 
ment of the mayor is little more than 1 be nn 
by the king of England. 
Such a lyſtem ill accords'with juſtice Ke the 1 
improvements of America. Nor is it conſiſtent with the 
wiſdom. of the legiſſature to ſuffer its continuavrce... It 
peculiarly behoves the preſent legiſlature ſeriouſly to 
conſider this ſubjeR. Much indeed depends upon it. 
Beneficial effects will doubtleſs reſult from a change of 
men at the-preſent-zuatture, Rut Permanent good can 
only be expected from a radical change in the System. 
Let the legiſlature give to the city the-right of eleQing its 
Chief Magiſtrate, and by ſo doing the independance of 
the eitizens and perhaps the freedom of the ſtate, will 
be preſerved.” de. repeat, is TEE: ſource from 
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